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SELECTED LETTEES OP MICHAEL HILLEGAS, 
TEEASUEEE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

[Among the recent accessions to the Manuscript Department of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, is the Letter Book of Michael Hille- 
gas, Treasurer of the United States, presented by Mr. Charles Lockrey.] 

-~ -r, York Town Dec 1 . 3, 1777— 

Dear Brother : 

Have the pleasure of informing you of all our Healths, 
but withall very anxious what will become of poor Sister 
Jeninngs and her children, should she have remained in 
Philadelphia. I wrote you several letters after you left 
Reading on this subject for you to try to get her out with 
some of the Market People — I also wrote to her (which I 
hope she received) to try to get out ; do let me know the 
success you had, for I feel much for them — I also wrote to 
some friends to assist her. You may write me by the way 
of Reading to the care of Mr. James Read or Mr. Mark 
Bird, of that place, either of whom can forward it to me 
either by post or otherwise. 

I have enclosed you an order on Mr. Samuel Morris 
Sen r who I believe lives at Gabriel Shuler's place, about 10 
or 12 mile below you, to pay you the moneys in his 
hand belonging to me, his son Mr. Sam 1 C. Morris left it 
with him for that purpose. You'll please to credit me with 
the amount and write me how much it is. Mrs. Hillegas 
and Children join me in the sincerest love to you, Dear 
Sister Kuhl and all your sweet children, together with all 
our relations about you, 
and am 

Dear Brother 

Yours Most affectionately 

p. s.- M - H - 

Do let us know how you all do, and how your son has 
got the better of his fracture by falling off his horse. 

Mr. Frederick Kuhl. 
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York Town Dec r 3, 1777. 
My Dear Sir. 

I have the pleasure of informing you and yours that I 
am once more blessed with having my Children about me, 
after having been deprived of their Company for nine 
months, and at present Blessed be God, we are all in 
Health. Your son Mr. Saml. C. Morris wrote me before 
his departure for the West Indies that he had lodged my 
share of the proceeds of our Adventure to France in your 
hands to pay me ; as I was in Baltimore still in Expecta- 
tion of seeing you soon in Phil"., I never troubled you with 
any line about it. But it being at present uncertain how 
soon I shall have that pleasure, Have taken the liberty of 
drawing on you in favor of my Brother Kuhl no way 
doubting but that it will be equally agreeable, and that you 
will honor the same. We hear the distress of the Remain- 
ing Inhabitants of our Dear City is great, but their being in 
the Enemies hands ; I hope however, in due time the Philis- 
tines will be obliged to fly that City, nay all America, and 
that we shall see each other in that place in peace and 
safety — Which God Grant may be soon — Mrs. Hillegas 
and Children join me in love to you, good Mrs. Morris and 
all the Children, and in expectation of being favourd with a 
line from you letting us know how you Do, with what else 
you may have in the News way to Communicate, — am Dr. 
Sir and Dear Neighbour, 

Your affectionate friend & humble Servent 
Sam l Morris Esq*. M. H. 

Yoke Town Mar. 17, 1778. 
Dear Sir. 

Permit me to thank you for your very agreeable Letter 
of the 7 th of October last, & of expressing my Obligation to 
you for your kind Inclination of serving Mr. M e Creery in 
the Negotiating his Certificates of our Continental Loan 
Office, but am sorry you were with some reason " told that 
our Money had depreciated" and that therefore "you could 
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not in Concienee be Concerned in negociating them as equal in 
Equal in Value to the Number of Spanish Dollars mentioned in 
them." 

I must acknowledge that the high prices things have borne 
here pleads undoubtedly strong that the Money has depre- 
ciated, but give me leave at the same time to observe that 
this has not been altogether occasioned by the Quantity of 
Money which has been issued with us, but in part by a 
Scarcity of foreign Articles (and which scarcity was by the 
Traders made some what Artificial by secreting y e Goods we 
really had). This the retailers as well as the Importers 
availed themselves of, and Continued to raise in their prices 
(till lately) higher & higher. This same Spirit of Avarice 
soon got among the Farmers particularly those who were 
disaffected, who in turn when they were asked the Prices of 
the Necessaries of Life &c, they had for sale would naturally 
in Justification of their Demands plead the high prices they 
were obliged to give for Salt, Sugar, Rum, Coffee & all 
kinds of European Goods. I cant however help thinking 
this evil will soon mend, many foreign Articles being already 
more reasonable than they were some time ago. Salt at 
Baltimore has fallen from £18 to .£4 ^ Bushel & I hear 
where it is made on the Shore it sold 30 @ 40/. 

As to the Money which has been issued, am well satisfied 
that it is good, because the Estates of America are & will 
be a sufficient security for the redemption of all the Money 
that has been issued and even much more. Taxes have 
already commenced in most if not all the States, which 
have been very cheerfully paid by all "Whiggs & I stand in- 
formed that this to the Eastward had the Effect of Lowering 
Goods 25 P. C. But you & I both know that Taxes re- 
peated year after year without a Trade Foreign as well as 
Domestic will soon move heavy. And I am not without 
my hopes That this Trade will soon be Obtained, so soon at 
least, as we shall have the happiness of Compleatly beating 
our Enemies, which God of his infinite Mercy Grant may 
be this ensuing Campaign. I think I hear you say Nothing 
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less will do, and then without the Art of Prophecy we shall 
see our Money daily become more and more Valuable. 

Mr. Lutterloh wbom you were pleased to recommend 
to me lately sent me your Letter of the 23 d January 
1777, he is now in Camp, have not as yet had the pleasure 
of seeing him, as soon however as that shall be the Case 
you may depend shall shew him all tbe Civilities in my 
Power. 

Some time since was informed of a Lieut. Gen 1 Hille- 
gas in the Holland service whom I've some reason to sup- 
pose a relation of mine, have wrote him on the subject, 
under cover of the enclosed Letter which I beg you'll 
forward. If you have any Acquaintance in Holland who 
may know Men in that way, would beg a few lines from 
you to them respecting this Discovery, my Character, my 
Situation in Life & what else you may please to mention of 
me, this Communicated to the General through your friend 
I natter myself might be of no Disservice. 

Mrs. Hillegas joins me in Compliments, and am D r Sir 
with much Esteem & regard your most Affectionate as 
well as most Humble Serv* 

Michael Hillegas. 

Doctor Franklin — 
One of y° ambassadors from y e 
United States of America at y e 
Court of Versailles, at Passey, 
near Paris. 

York Town March 17, 1778. 
Dear Friend. 

I just now hear the Post is to set off so that I've no more 
time than just to acknowledge the Eeceipt of yours of the 
14 th Instant, with the two therein enclosed drafts & Letters, 
the latter I immediately delivered, but as yet have not any 
answer as to the drafts — Genl Mifflin is not yet come here, 
tho' daily expected; shall as soon as he comes inquire about 
the^other affair, and write you very soon — Pray could you not 
Interest a poor slave to his country to the Amount of five 
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hundred or a thousand Pounds in a good Vessel & Cargo 
to France & back again, — If you can, do write me. — Per- 
mit me to thank you for the Civilities shown Baron Holt- 
zendorff& Mr. Senf. 

We long very much to hear of the full recovery of 
Health of your Saml. Purviance, as well as always to hear 
of all your Healths & both Families, or rather If I mistake 
not the whole three Families. Mrs. H. & Son Sam'l join in 
Love to all & every of you and am D r Sir y" &c. 

M. H. 

Mr. H. E. Purviance. 

Yoektown Mar. 25 th , 1778. 

Honor d Sir. 

Your goodness I doubt not will excuse me for troubling 
you in behalf of the Public, & for my not having any ac- 
quaintance your way to write to. 

Have to inform you of the arrival of William Kennan 
the Copperplate printer you were pleased to find us. We 
have now to request the favour that you'll please get pur- 
chased of Mr. William Post at Poughkeepsie about ten or 
12 lb of Frankfort Black, that the same be well packed up 
& sent hence by the first Express coming to Congress. 
You'll please Address the same to me, and draw for the 
same on, Hon'rd Sir 

Your most obed* Servt. 

M. H. 

P. S. Let me pray you to be as expeditious as possible, 
as it is much wanted by the public. 

His Excellency Geo. Clinton Gov e of N". York. 

Philada Nov r 5 th , 1779. 
Hon'd Sir: 

Permit me to Eemind you of my acquainting you of my 
having been informed of a name sake of mine, who I un- 
derstood was in the Holland Service, either in the Sea or 
Land Department (or both) but which of these my In- 
formant could not with Certainty say. 
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And to take the Liberty to request that on your Arrival 
in Holland when your more Important Business will admit 
of it, that you will please Interest yourself in my behalf 
and make particular Inquirey for him, if you should be so 
fortunate as to find him, to deliver or send the Inclosed to 
him so that he may certainly get it. I should be further 
obliged if you could either tell him or write him, what you 
know of me or of my Oharacture & to request his answer 
to my Letter as I want to know whether or no he is any 
way Related to me ; having given him an account of our 
family. 

Wishing you now with the greatest & most affectionate 
Sincerity Health & happiness, as well as pleasant Journey & 
voyage to that Country & Success in all your Negotiations 
there — I subscribe myself with the most profound Respect 
your honours Most Obed' Serv' 

M. Hillegas. 

Hon blb Henry Laurens Esqr. 

Phila. Dec. 11, 1779. 
My Dr. Sir. 

I am so well acquainted with business and easily can 
imagine the Multiplicity of it which will fall to your Lott 
on your arrival in Prance, That I take this Liberty of 
troubling you with a few lines by way of Memorandum, 
respecting the trifling matter of mine. 

You will please to purchase for & send me from the pro- 
ceeds of my Certificate of the 1000 Dollars two or three of 
those pictures you & I see hanging behind the Chair of the 
president of Congress at the House : two or 3 of the several 
Busts of Doctor Franklin which are done in a kind of 
brownish or Redish Earth & put in Round Frames, like 
pictures, about 3 inches in diameter, Also of those done in 
a kind of China of ye same size. "With the remainder you 
will please to purchase Silks or Linens and some Lady's 
Gloves. I now take pleasure of sincerely wishing you a 
prosperous Passage to France, a happy sight of all your 
friends there, Success in your business & a safe return to 
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America, but above all Health, — and am with truth & real 
regard Dr. Sir. 

Yr. most affectionate Hble. Ser T 

M. H. 
Mr. W m M°Creery. 

Phila. May 6, 1780. 
My Dear Friend. 

In obedience to your note of the 9 ft Dec. last to Mr. Jones 
requesting me to obtain Lodgings suitable for you in this 
City : I immediately made the necessary inquiry and was 
lucky enough to procure one, which I engaged for you, 
then and ever since daily expecting to have the pleasure of 
seeing you with us again. I informed you soon after the 
same of my having engaged this place, by one of the Conti- 
nental Riders [I think it was one Brown] , which hope came 
to your Hands ; but having never since been favoured with 
a line I constantly apologized for it, on continually hearing 
you were to sett off for this place very shortly. What I 
have now to say is, the owner of the House where the 
Lodgings were obtained, has several times applied to me 
about my giving them up as Mr. Cyrus Griffin, a Delegate 
from Virginia, among many others wanted them ; But still 
as I said before expecting you, I could not do it. I should 
therefore, wish you would give me such directions as you 
may think proper, as the Man expects the pay for the 
Lodgings from the time they were taken. 

Mrs. Hillegas, Peggy & Henry all join me in Love to 
yourself & good Mrs. Hancock and to express the pleasure 
we have of hearing of your Son being so fine a Boy. 
I am with the greatest Esteem & Regard, 
My Dr. Sir, 

Your most affectionate Friend, 
& very humble Serv* 

M. H. 
The Honbel. 
John Hancock Esquire, 
Major Genl., Boston. 
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Phila. May 9, 1780. 
Dear Sir. 

I beg you'll immediately let me know how our Hessians 
do or come on. If any of them have deserted ; it will give 
great uneasiness with the Board of "War. The Army com- 
plain that they risk their Lives to obtain {inter alia) Prisoners 
and that afterward for want of care, they are permitted to 
make their escape; If any of ours therefore, should have 
left the "Works, it will be best to avoid trouble and Cost to 
conduct the remaining ones immediately to this City to be 
delivered up to Goal, from whence we took them. If they 
still remain, it will be best in you, not to hint the least of 
this Letter to any person whatever, least it might by acci- 
dent get to their Ears, and put them in mind of a thing, 
which before they had no inclination of doing. 

Should also be much obliged to you to Inform me how 
you go on ; I hope it is prosperously, and as I shall very 
soon stand in need of some Money, you will either send me 
a draft on some body or some Money by a safe hand; or 
direct me when & for how much to draw on you. 

Mrs. Hillegas & Children join me in Love to you & good 
Mrs. Slough & whole family — and am 

Dr Sir with much esteem & Regard 

Yours most affectionately 

M. Hillegas. 

Matthias Slough Esq. 



